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Outline

1. The short history of One Health in our institution

2. An overview of the application of these concepts in 
the region

3. Rabies in Colombia as an example of non cooperation 
between sectors

4. Highligths of NEOH survey in Latin American context.



The Project SapuvetNet

• Luis Carlos Villamil

• Natalia Cediel Becerra

• Jaime Romero Prada



Sapuvet –case studies



Event SapuVet, March 2012 - attitudes



Multivariate analysis

• Concepts

• Undergraduate formation

• Labor experiences and 
possibilities

• Previous conditioning factors 
(farms, pets, etc.) 



OH-EC Activities, Universidad de la Salle: 
November 2017

• Dr. Juan Garza, México. One Health in Latin America

• Dr. Daniele de Meneghi (Italy) - presented preliminary 
results of cost OH-NEOH survey in Europe and an 
evaluation OH case study

• Suggestion to be involved in a Latin American survey on 
OH



Benavides, Faculty’s conference to teachers at the 
beginning of the semester, 1-2018



The roadmap to OH



Sustainable Livestock Production



Universidad de la Salle – OH iniciatives

(Soler, D.(ed.) 2017) 2018. Elective course on One Health and 2030 Agenda



Other products - Universidad de la Salle

(Villamil, 2015)

(Soler  et al., 2016.) Research supporting decision 

making on public policy for  zoonosis control. 



Agrisciences – Master and doctorate
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development
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innovation

• Sustainable development

• Millennium Development 
Objectives -MDO

• Systemic approach

• Inter-disciplinary

• Colombian post-conflict

• Technology transfer

• Social Knowledge 
appropriation

• One Health

The  
disciplines in 

context



On going iniciatives



Trends in OH and EH concept's application in the region

• Tremendous inequality in the region

• More than 200 million people are at risk of 
contracting multiple NTDs (ascariasis, 
trichuriasis, hookworm, schistosomiasis, 
lymphatic filariasis, trachoma, and 
onchocerciasis).

(Cassidy-Seyoum, 2014)



South American inequality

Social determinants of health 

characterized by adverse colonial 

legacies, tremendous social 

injustice, huge socioeconomic 

disparities, and wide health 

inequities.

(Rifat, 2015).



Prioritization and allocation of resources

• ¿Who takes the decisions?

• Ministries (Health, Agriculture, environment)

• Sincerely each sector makes its own 
interpretation

• The example of Chagas disease in the region, 
mainly Venezuela, oral transmission (juices) 
and socioeconomic conditions

• 37 cases in 2017 in Colombia

• Situation is worst for Leishmaniasis
(considered a conflict-related disease) 11,657 
cases-2014 and 11,850 cases-2016.

(Flores-Ferrer et al., 2017)



Support for the concept in the 3 sectors

• Some aspects of the integration and implementation of the One Health 
concept are still a challenge.  

• Discussions should focus on how One Health approaches are actually 
implemented and not on how they are defined. 

• In pursuing collaborative approaches the justifiable differences in 
priorities between the human health and agriculture ministries must be 
taken into account. 

• In addition, where agriculture has a major private enterprise 
component, reluctance to participate in information sharing between 
the private and the public sectors canal so be a major barrier for 
implementing One Health surveillance.

(FAO, 2011; Mardonesa, et al. 2017) 



One Health application - lessons learned from 
last human rabies cases in Colombia



Human rabies cases at the interphase rural-urban

Case 1. March  2009. Santander de Quilichao, Cauca. 
Cat contact with children of a public school. Six 
casualties. 

Case 2. June 2012. Roldanillo, Valle. Two ladies, 
20 and 70 years old. 

Case 3. February, 2017. Bogota.One woman casualty, 
bitten by a cat brought from rural area of San 
Antonio del Tequendama.

All cases were related to the urban –rural 
interphase, semi-feral cats brought the infection to 
the urbanized area

Nor the people or the cats were suspected of being 
affected of rabies ante-mortem. The health 
authorities said they were winning the battle against 
rabies



Rabies, Colombia, South america

(Cediel et al., 2010)

(Dirección de Epidemiología, Buenos Aíres, 2017)



Bovine rabies in Colombia

(Marín, Ruiz & Ruiz, 2014)



Rural-urban interphase



Activities fragmented in 3 different sectors

• Weak of intersectoral coordination
between health- agriculture and
environmental.

• Rabies transmitted by dog, and
attention to exposed people are
attended by dependent offices of
the Ministry of Health.

• Meantime wild rabies, vector
surveillance and control
population, falls on the Ministry of
Agriculture

• Environment does not monitor wild
animals.

• No dialogue among three sectors

NEED FOR A ONE 
HEALTH APPROACH



The Project in Cauca – people leaving the
conflict



Tungiasis and other ectoparasites



Survey on One Health  activities in Latin 
american context. 

The activity was started in july 2018 and still have 19 responses



Inter-institutional cooperation



EcoHealth, Colombia - Reflections

• We do not talk too much with each other

• We do need more…:

• Integration (horizontal –vertical)

• Data sharing

• Discussion and cooperation between 
institutions, universities, research groups and 
stakeholders

• Governance

• Inclusiveness

• Integrate One Health and EcoHealth
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