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Background
 A One Health (OH) approach requires transdisciplinary responses to societal
challenges by applying natural and social sciences to human, animal health and
environmental sustainability
 There is a need for a standardised methodology to evaluate OH initiatives
systematically and to quantify the potential advantages of such an holistic approach
 NEOH is an open network that brings together people from a wide range of
disciplines (e.g. ecology, economics, epidemiology, human and animal health) and
with varying expertise and experience who have an interest in One Health and
evaluation
 22 COST countries have joined the network to date

Aims of NEOH and expected outcomes
 Provide guidance to evaluate One Health initiatives in a systematic and
comparable manner
 Generate scientific evidence on the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of
OH activities
 Provide information for decision-makers to support the development of
sustainable policies, and to efficiently allocate resources

Methodology
Participants are working together in four working groups (WG):
 WG1 - developing a framework, index and protocol to be included in a
handbook
 WG2 - applying the handbook in selected case studies using
available primary and secondary datasets stemming from ongoing OH
initiatives including but not limited to research projects, surveillance or
disease control activities, educational programmes
 WG3 - conducting a meta-analysis of the available case-study
results to facilitate international comparison and elaborate policy
recommendations
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 WG4 - seeking dialogue with national governments,
NGOs, research
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organizations and industry throughout the project to ensure that the
evidence produced addresses stakeholders and decision-makers’
needs
The network provides financial support to short-term-scientific-missions,
training schools, working group meetings, stakeholder meetings and
dissemination activities to facilitate the work.

Final Notes
 NEOH is in its first year of operation and the activities to date focused on establishing the network,
the elaboration of the handbook content and structure, as well as dissemination and engagement
activities.
 NEOH can be joined by (a) any researchers, engineers or scholars from all COST Member
Countries and its Cooperating State; (b) researchers from institutions in Near Neighbour Countries,
International Partner Countries and International Organisations on the basis of mutual benefit.
 To know more about the Network and COST Action and to learn how to join, please visit
http://neoh.onehealthglobal.net/
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