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Trans-Domain COST Action TD1404 (NEOH) 

workshop and management committee meeting  
 

Old University Valetta 

  

16th and 17th January 2017 
 

This NEOH workshop (in combination with the fourth management committee meeting) will focus 
on the presentation and discussion of the results from the NEOH case studies. The case study leaders 
and their collaborators will present the work conducted, and give feedback on the handbook to 
WG1. WG3 members will use the information to plan next steps for the meta-analysis in WG3 and 
WG4 will continue with the development of the NEOH handbook dissemination and implementation 
roadmap. 

 

Conference website: https://www.um.edu.mt/events/td1404 

Registration: https://www.um.edu.mt/events/td1404/registration 

Accommodation: https://www.um.edu.mt/events/td1404/accommodation  

General information: https://www.um.edu.mt/events/td1404/generalinfo  

 

http://neoh.onehealthglobal.net/
https://www.um.edu.mt/events/td1404
https://www.um.edu.mt/events/td1404/registration
https://www.um.edu.mt/events/td1404/accommodation
https://www.um.edu.mt/events/td1404/generalinfo
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Maps 

Directions: 

https://www.um.edu.mt/conferenceunit/about/howtoreachus  

Campus map:  

http://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/289502/umcampusmap.pdf  

  

 

 

The whole NEOH meeting will take place in: 

University of Malta Valetta Campus 

Old University Building 

Triq San Pawl 

Valetta 

VLT 1216 

Tel 23 407 512 

http://neoh.onehealthglobal.net/
https://www.um.edu.mt/conferenceunit/about/howtoreachus
http://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/289502/umcampusmap.pdf
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Programme Monday, 16th of January 2017 

Start Time End Time Time Topic 

8:00 AM 13:00 AM 5:00 Registration    
MC members and their substitutes can register before the MC meeting, others 
before lunch; registration will be open throughout 
 

9:00 AM 11:00 AM 2:00 Management committee meeting Part 1  – only for MC members and their 
substitutes 

11:00 AM 11:30 AM 0:30 Coffee Break   
 

11:30 AM 1:00 PM 1:30 Management committee meeting Part 2   
 

1:00 PM 2:00 PM 1:00  Lunch  for ALL meeting participants 
2:00 PM 
 
 
 

4:00 PM 
 
 
 

2:00 Plenary session  
Welcome (30 min):  

- The Hon. Christopher Fearne, Minister of Health, Malta 
- Prof. Angela Xuereb Anastasi, Dean, Faculty of Health Sciences, 

University of Malta 
- Dr Barbara Häsler, NEOH chair 
- Prof. Sandra Buttigieg, University of Malta, local organiser and NEOH 

WG3 co-leader   
Presentations (20 min each) 

- Dr Natasha Azzopardi Muscat, European Public Health Association:  
One Health - An approach to addressing European public health 
priorities?  

- Prof. Ole Hanseth, University of Oslo: Understanding and Developing 
Information infrastructure. 

Evaluation of One Health (30 min) 
- Dr Catherine Machalaba, Ecohealth Alliance: One Health evaluation in 

the PREDICT project 
- Dr Sara Savic, Scientific Veterinary Institute, Novi, Sad, Serbia:  

Overview of evaluations in the Network for Evaluation of One Health 
Questions and discussion (20 min) 

4:00 PM 4:30 PM 0:30 Coffee Break   
 

4:30 PM 6:30 PM 2:00 Presentations of NEOH case studies followed by plenary discussion 
 

6.30 PM 
 
8:00 PM 

    Valetta tour 
 
Workshop Dinner  
 

http://neoh.onehealthglobal.net/
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Programme Tuesday, 17th of January 2016 

 

 

8:30 AM 10:30 AM 2:00 Obesity and One Health 

Presentations 

- Dr Charmaine Gauci –  Understanding and tackling raising obesity 

levels in Malta though an EU coordinated approach 

- Alexander German – Obesity and human-pet interaction: Is 

childhood obesity influenced by dog ownership? 

- Dr Jorge Pinto Ferreira – Obesity policies: can they benefit from a 

One Health approach? 

- Dr Daniel Cauchi - Implications of obesogenic environment in Malta 

- a case for adopting One Health strategy  

- Dr Alberto Muñoz and Dr Asta Tvarijonaviciute -  Obesity and One 

Health: A case study   

 

Plenary discussion 

 

10.30 AM 11:00 AM 0:30 Coffee Break   
 

11:00 AM 13:00 AM 2:00 Focus group discussion: 

Structured feedback 

from WG2 to WG1 

Meta-analysis: WG3 

discussion and planning 

of meta-analysis 

Stakeholder 

engagement and 

handbook 

dissemination and 

implementation 

strategy (WG4) 

1:00 PM 1:45 PM 1:00  Lunch   

1:45 AM 2:15 AM  Tracey Dutcher: One Health Systems Mapping and Analysis Resource Toolkit 
(OH-SMART, https://foodprotection.umn.edu/one-health-smart); a step-
wise, structured approach that allows a network of agencies to review and 
visualise their procedures and processes for inter-disciplinary coordination 
of complex issues at the human-animal interface 
 

2:15 PM 3:00 PM 1:00 Feedback from small group work and plenary discussion 

 

3:00 PM 3:30 PM 0:30 Decision on next steps and wrap-up 

 

      Individual departure  

http://neoh.onehealthglobal.net/
https://foodprotection.umn.edu/one-health-smart
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Speakers 
Christopher Fearne 

 

The Hon. Christopher Fearne was appointed Minister for Health in April 2016 after holding 
the position of Parliamentary Secretary for Health since April 2014. Prior to this, he worked 
as a Consultant Paediatric Surgeon and Clinical Chairman at Mater Dei Hospital. He is a 
Member of Parliament for the ruling Labour Party and was the Chairman of the Foreign 
and European Affairs Committee for the Maltese House of Representatives. 
 
Hon. Fearne has worked as a doctor and surgeon for over 29 years. He received his formal 
education at St. Aloysius College and at the University of Malta graduating in Medicine and 
Surgery in 1987 subsequently becoming a Fellow of The Royal College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh. He worked and studied in a number of children’s hospitals in England, including 
Great Ormond Street Hospital in London. He also lectures medical students at the 
University of Malta. 
 
Hon. Fearne was a founding Director of the Malta Institute for Medical Education and the 
Chairperson of Celebrities for Kids, a voluntary NGO promoting children's rights. As a 
student, Hon. Fearne was involved in a number of youth organisations. He has served as 
Secretary-General of the Maltese Federation of Youth Organisations, Officer within the 
University Students’ Council, KSU and in the Malta Medical Students' Association, MMSA. 

Angela Xuereb Anastasi 

 
 

Professor Angela Xuereb Anastasi graduated B.Sc. in Biology and Chemistry from the 
University of Malta and then proceeded to read for a Masters degree in Biochemistry. 
Subsequently, she undertook research studies which led to the award of a Ph.D.  
 
Before taking up her position as Co-ordinator of the Division of Medical Laboratory Science 
at the Institute of Health Care (IHC) in 1995, Professor Xuereb Anastasi spent 15 years in 
the UK where she held various positions at Universities and Research Institutes in 
Cambridge, London and Exeter. At the time of her IHC appointment, the Division of 
Medical Laboratory Science was still in its infancy. Under her leadership, the Division 
developed and culminated in the degree receiving accreditation by the Institute of 
Biomedical Science, UK, in 2001, which has been retained ever since. Over the years, there 
have been over 180 graduates in Medical Laboratory Science. The Division, now the 
Department of Applied Biomedical Science within the new Faculty of Health Sciences, 
currently has 4 full-time academic members of staff, with another 10 part-time members. 
Professor Xuereb Anastasi lectures in Biochemistry and Research Methods. She is 
responsible for the running of a DNA Research Laboratory where she supervises projects 
at both undergraduate and postgraduate level. Her research interests concern mainly the 
Genetics of Complex Diseases, in particular the Genetics of Osteoporosis. Professor 
Xuereb Anastasi’s work has been extensively published, with about 40 articles appearing 
in international peer-reviewed journals and several chapters in books. She has presented 
her research findings at many international conferences which have also been published 
as refereed proceedings.  
 
Professor Xuereb Anastasi became the first elected Dean of the new Faculty of Health 
Sciences in July 2010 and occupies this office to date. Over the years, she has held several 
administrative positions within the University and, apart from Senate, also sits on a 
number of Senate and Joint Senate and Council Committees. Since 2007, Professor Xuereb 
Anastasi has held the post of Rector’s Delegate for Research Policy. She has also been 
appointed as an Expert Evaluator for various EU funding programmes. 

http://neoh.onehealthglobal.net/
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Sandra Buttigieg 

 

Prof. Sandra C. Buttigieg is Associate Professor and Head of Department of Health Services 
Management, Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of Malta. She is also Consultant 
in Public Health Medicine at Mater Dei Hospital, Malta, where she is in charge of the 
Clinical Performance Unit, as well as serves as a member of the Patient Safety and Quality 
Improvement Team. Professor Buttigieg is a member of the Management Committee of 
the EU COST Action on ‘One Health', representing Malta.  
 
She lectures in Health Services Management, Public Health, Family Medicine and 
Management. She graduated M.D. (University of Malta in 1987), M.Sc. in Public Health 
Medicine (1997) and M.B.A. (Executive) with distinction (2002). In 2007, she obtained her 
Ph.D. in Management from Aston University, UK and in 2009, was elected Fellow of the 
Faculty of Public Health of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the UK. Since 2008, Professor 
Buttigieg was appointed Honorary Research Fellow at Aston University, UK and recently in 
2013, Honorary Senior Research Fellow at the University of Birmingham, UK. She is Visiting 
Scholar at James Madison University, Virginia, USA and at Kuwait University, Kuwait. She 
is also a Fellow of two programmes of the Salzburg Global Seminar, related to health care, 
which were led by amongst others, past presidents of the Institute of Medicine, namely, 
Donald Berwick and Harvey V. Fineberg. Her research is mainly in Health Management in 
the areas of performance management, organisational behaviour, operations 
management and research, and public health.  
 
She has authored and co-authored several articles in peer-reviewed management and 
health journals and is currently on the Editorial Advisory Board of Frontiers-Public Health, 
the International Journal of Human Resources Management, Journal of Health 
Organization and Management and on Geriatrics and Gerontology-Research. She is a 
member of the research committee of the Health Care Management Division, American 
Academy of Management. She is also a reviewer of numerous peer-reviewed journals in 
health care and management. 

Barbara Häsler 
 

Dr Barbara Häsler, NEOH chair, graduated in veterinary medicine from the University of 
Bern in 2002 and then did a doctoral thesis at the Swiss Federal Veterinary Office on the 
epidemiology and economics of neosporosis control. After working as a border veterinary 
inspector, she joined the Royal Veterinary College, where she did a PhD on the 
economics of animal health surveillance while simultaneously studying for a Certificate of 
Higher Education in Economics. 
 
Since 2012 she has been working (first as a Post-Doctoral Fellow and now as a lecturer in 
Agrihealth) for the Leverhulme Centre for Integrative Research on Agriculture and Health 
(LCIRAH), Royal Veterinary College.  
 
Her main area of interest is the integration of economic, social and epidemiological 
aspects in animal disease mitigation to provide practical and feasible tools that support 
decision-makers in the efficient allocation of resources. She is particularly committed to 
the development of interdisciplinary frameworks that support appropriate surveillance 
and intervention programmes for the control of foodborne and zoonotic diseases in food 
systems both in the developed and developing world.  

 

http://neoh.onehealthglobal.net/
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Natasha Azzopardi 
Muscat 

 
 

Dr Natasha Azzopardi-Muscat (MD, MSc (Public Health), MSc (Health Services 
Management), PhD, FFPH, DLSHTM) is the President of the European Public Health 
Association (EUPHA).  
She was formerly the Chief Medical Officer for Malta. As a public health civil servant she 
occupied various senior positions in the Ministry of Health in Malta between 2001 and 
2013. She has been a passionate advocate for public health and is a founding member and 
former President of the Malta Association of Public Health Medicine.  
Natasha currently works as a Consultant in Public Health Medicine at the Directorate for 
Health Information and Research and is a lecturer at the University of Malta. Her main 
research interests are European health policy and health systems in small states. She has 
authored several publications on these topics. 

Ole Hanseth 

 

Prof. Ole Hanseth is Professor within the Research Group for Information Systems at 
University of Oslo. He got his PhD in Informatics in 1996 from the department for 
informatics at University of Gothenburg and MSc in Informatics from the Department for 
informatics from University of Oslo in 1981. 
Professor Ole Hanseth research focuses mainly on the interplay between social and 
technical issues in the development and use of large-scale networking applications. He has 
developed the Information Infrastructure theory. His work is published in top journals like 
Management Information Systems Quarterly, Journal of the AIS, European Journal of 
Information Systems, MIS Quarterly Executive, Computer Supported Cooperative Work 
(CSCW) and others. 
 

Charmaine Gauci 

 

Dr Charmaine Gauci is the Superintendent of Public Health within the Ministry for Health 
in Malta with wide responsibility of public health to safeguard and enhance the health 
status of the people. She had occupied the position of Director of the Health Promotion 
and Disease Prevention Directorate for nine years.  
 
She graduated as a medical doctor in 1991. Over the years she has developed skills in the 
wide aspect of the public health specialty.  She pursued her studies with masters in public 
health and consequently followed the European Programme in Epidemiological training in 
France.  She has also specialized in fitness and nutrition.  She attained her PhD Degree in 
epidemiology in 2006. Dr Gauci is also a Prince practitioner in project management. She is 
a fellow of the UK Royal Society for Public Health and a fellow of the UK Faculty of Public 
Health. 
 
Dr Gauci is a senior lecturer at the University of Malta and delivers lectures in the field of 
public health with special interest in Public Health, Epidemiology, Communicable Diseases, 
Health Promotion and Policy development. She is active in the field of public health having 
served as secretary, vice president and also served as president with the Malta Association 
of Public Health Medicine for four years.  
 
Dr Gauci acts as a focal point for a number of bodies within the European Commission 
including HLG, ECDC and Health Security and for the World Health Organisation and is 
project leader for a number of EU projects.  Her aim is to protect and improve people’s 
health and wellbeing. 
 

Alexander German Dr Alex German (BVSc(Hons), PhD,CertSAM,DipECVIM-CA, MRCVS) holds the position of 
Royal Canin Reader in Small Animal Medicine at the University of Liverpool.  He is a 1994 

http://neoh.onehealthglobal.net/
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graduate of the University of Bristol and, after spending two years in mixed practice, 
returned to Bristol to undertake a PhD in mucosal immunology, and then a residency in 
small animal internal medicine. He is a Diplomat of the European College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine and also a Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons Recognised Specialist in 
Internal Medicine.  His clinical and research interests include gastroenterology, 
comparative obesity biology, preventing chronic disease, and evidence-based veterinary 
medicine.  For over 10 years, he has run the Royal Canin Weight Management Clinic at the 
University of Liverpool.  This clinic aims to improve the quality of life of all overweight pets 
through clinical excellence, research and education. 

Jorge Pinto Ferreira 

 

Dr Jorge Pinto Ferreira is a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine with clinical experience of five 
years (food animals); Masters in Food Safety and a PhD (as Fulbright scholar) in Public 
Health with a graduate certificate in Public Policy (NCSU & Duke). Completed an internship 
at the WHO (Geneva, 2009) and implemented a project in Uganda ("Building a 
comprehensive health care system in Kashongi", Summer 2010). Currently resident of the 
European College of Veterinary Public Health and Junior Consultant at SAFOSO. Founder 
and current President of CAOVIDA, THE ONE HEALTH CLUB, a non-profit, based in Portugal, 
dedicated to dog-assisted physical activity. Professional interests: Antimicrobial 
resistance; Zoonoses; One Health; International Organizations; Global Health policies; 
Capacity building in developing countries. 
 

Daniel Cauchi 

 
 

Dr Daniel Cauchi is a Maltese Public Health specialist trainee and a member of the Malta 
Association of Public Health Medicine. He recently completed a research degree at the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, focusing on the contributions of an 
obesogenic environment to childhood obesity in Malta. Daniel currently works at the 
Clinical Performance Unit at Mater Dei Hospital, and is also a country co-ordinator and 
project manager for an ongoing national food consumption survey. His academic interests 
include obesity and the obesogenic environment, and the interface between research and 
policy and knowledge translation. 

 

Asta Tvarijonaviciute 

 
 

Dr Asta Tvarijonaviciute is a postdoctoral researcher at Murcia University. Her research 
has been focusing on the use of biomarkers for monitoring health and disease in 
different tissues of humans, companion and farm animals, wildlife, and marine species. 
She obtained her PhD in biomarkers canine and feline obesity. She has a particular 
interest in the comparative study of companion animal and human obesity. 

 

Tracey Dutcher Biography to be added 

 

http://neoh.onehealthglobal.net/
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Organisers 

Local organisers:  

 Prof. Sandra Buttigieg: University of Malta, Department of Health Services Management, 
sandra.buttigieg@um.edu.mt  

 Dr Elaine C. Lautier: Public Health Specialist Trainee, elaine.lautier@gov.mt   

 Ms Lucienne May Bugeja: University of Malta, lucienne.m.bugeja@um.edu.mt  

Other NEOH organisers:  

 Dr Sara Savić (sara@niv.ns.ac.rs) 

 Dr Asta Tvarijonaviciute (asta@um.es) 

 Dr Uffe Christian Braae (braae@sund.ku.dk) 

 Prof. Liza Rosenbaum Nielsen (liza@sund.ku.dk) 

 Dr Martha Betson (m.betson@surrey.ac.uk) 

 Dr Barbara Häsler (bhaesler@rvc.ac.uk) 

 Mrs Houda Bennani (hbennani@rvc.ac.uk)  
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